
Band and Orchestra Fittings!

Welcome to 6th grade band and orchestra! We are excited for you to join the middle
school performing arts team! Here is the information that you will need to try out
instruments. It is very critical that all incoming band and orchestra students make a
point of attending one of these fitting dates so we look forward to seeing you soon.

When: Friday, May 21 OR Tuesday, May 25 from 4:00 - 8:00 PM

Where: Under the band tent behind Creekside Middle School (179 W. Roosevelt). Drive down
the administration building’s driveway to get to the back of Creekside. The large white band tent
will be in a grassy area right in front of the parking lot where parents can park their cars. All
other parking lots are available too.

Who: All students who are signed up for either 6th grade band or 6th grade orchestra for the
2021-2022 school year at Cityside and Creekside may come on either day. You do not need to
sign up in advance. There will be multiple helpers there to help you try the instruments.

How long does it take: Once you get with a helper the process takes no more than 10
minutes. If there is a line, we will work through it as fast as possible.

What do we do: You will have the opportunity to try the mouthpieces from band instruments
(flute, clarinet, trumpet or trombone) or play the orchestra instruments (violin, viola, cello or
string bass). Due to Covid, we still have to be very careful about cleaning equipment. Our music
store representatives will be doing all of the testing and will use a specific protocol with safe
cleaning procedures. We did the same thing last year with great success! Please see the
following page that outlines the procedures.
***all students who want to try out for percussion please see below

What if I can’t come at these times: It is far easier (and more fun!) to fit your child to an
instrument at one of the above dates, but later in the summer we will email a date or two where
parents can bring their child to Meyer Music in Holland to go through the same process.

How does my child try out for percussion: During these fitting times, there will be a
teacher from Creekside and Cityside there to test percussion candidates. There is a written
music theory test followed by a rhythmic accuracy test. All students who are interested in taking
the test need to complete both of these assessments during the dates above. There will not be
percussion tests available in the summer. All students who try out for percussion also need to
try out a wind instrument in case they are not placed in the percussion class.

Questions? Please contact the following people for all questions and concerns.
agood@zps.org - CITYSIDE BAND
nbier@zps.org - CREEKSIDE BAND
mtenelsh@zps.org - CITYSIDE and CREEKSIDE ORCHESTRAS

mailto:agood@zps.org
mailto:nbier@zps.org
mailto:mtenelsh@zps.org


Meyer Music Wind Instrument Testing Protocol

In light of the COVID-19 virus, we have established the following protocols to
provide the best level of service to our students, parents, and directors while
keeping our staff as safe as possible. We have enhanced our sanitation guidelines
as follows:

• Students trying wind instruments will try mouthpieces only

• We will rotate through three (3) mouthpieces for each instrument and
sanitize them after each use following the directions of the
manufacturer  (process listed below)

• We will use synthetic reeds

• Students will use hand sanitizer prior to and immediately after the fitting
process

• Students, parents, teachers, and Meyer Music staff are required to wear
masks at all times. Students may remove their mask once instructed by
the  fitter(s).

• Fitters will limit contact with students as much as possible

Notes on Steri Spray:

We will utilize Steri Spray brand product which has been approved by the EPA as a
multipurpose disinfectant effective against all bacteria, fungal, and all viruses
including COVID-19. We know it is effective when used properly. We will
recommend that fitters also wash the mouthpieces on a regular basis throughout
the process with  mild soap and water.

Process:

We are switching to the ‘spray and let sit’ method as opposed to the ‘dip and go’ or
‘complete immersion’ method. Each station will have the following: There will be a
spray pump bottle of ready-to-use Steri Spray, and paper towels. There will also be
a spray bottle filled with fresh water only to be used for rinsing the mouthpieces
prior to using Steri Spray and for rinsing after using Steri Spray. After a student
has tried a mouthpiece, it will be rinsed and sprayed thoroughly inside and out
with the Steri Spray. It will then sit on a paper towel for AT LEAST 10 MINUTES.
After the 10 minutes is up, that mouthpiece will be rinsed, patted dry, and ready
for use.


